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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


[ Continued | 


Thefe are the evils and difgraces to which a nation muft fub- 
mit, that relaxes in the care of its acknowledged rights. For 
it is the groffeft prejudice to imagine, that there is fomething 
in the foil or climate of this country, more peculiarly adapted 
to the prefervation of Freedom. Heaven has not diftributed 
its bleffings with fo partial and fo fparing an hand. The noble 
plant will thrive in every portion of the globe, where its leaves 
are watered, and its roots protected ; and in every climate will 
it droop and wither, when it is deferted by its natural defen- 
ders. If we caft our eyes upon the neighbouring nations, which 
are now overwhelmed with common defpotifm, we fhall not 
find one which did not originally boaft a conftitution fimilar to 
our own. Spain has had her Cortez, France her three eftates, 
Germany her independent electors, Sweden and Denmark 
their fenates. If thefe are now forgotten, loft and fwallowed 
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up in one promifcuous ruin, it furely becomes us to take exam- 
ple by their fate, and to fteer the public veffel, far from a fhore, 
which is already covered with wrecks. 

How near we were to this cataftrophe, the fituation of our 
government at the Revolution may inftruét us. A dark vin- 
ditive tyrant, in {pite of the oppofition of the beft and moft 
enlightened part of the nation, was elevated to the throne, 
which he had fcarcely occupied an inftant, before he difplayed 
a deliberate defign of deftroying the few remaining liberties of 
his country.—His brother had at leaft poffeffed fpecious vices ; 
but James, to all the hereditary defects of hig family, added 
qualities which were peculiar to himfelf: infolence, which not 
contented with invading the privileges, made him irritate the 
paffions of his people; bigotry, fo blind, fo fierce, fo unre- 
{trained by reafon or experience, that he armed the natural fup- 
porters of arbitrary power in defence of freedom ; and cruelty, 
fo devoid of mercy or forgivenefs, that he left no room for af- 
fe€tion to his perfon, or pity to his misfortunes. Yet even un- 
der all thefe difadvantages, it is probable he would have pre- 
vailed, had he had no other obftacles to encounter than the op- 
pofition of his fubjeéts; fo much had public fpirit declined, fo _ 
little was left of the ancient Englith charaCter, fuch a love of in- 
dolence and pleafure, fuch a general fupinenefs prevailed.— 
What would have enfued from fuch fuccefs it is not difficult 
to conjecture. As foon as the horrors of religious perfecution, 
had ceafed, and a fuperftition, which adds new fury to all the 
malignant paflions of tyrants themfelves, had been once more 
firmly eftablithed by the deftruction of every thing generous in 
the character of the nation, or juft and equal in the principles 
of the conftitution, that univerfal calm which is the fureft fymp- 
tom of political death would have fucceeded. Under fuch a 
prince virtue and ability would have been alike fufpected and 
odious ; while the only merit was a blind implicit deference to 
his moft extravagant commands ; to fpeak or think with free- 
dom had been treafon ; to have hefitated at any bafenefs, re- 
bellion, and to have afferted the rights of the people, deftruc- 
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tion. We may eafily conceive what would have been the price 
of preferment, either in the church or ftate ; and that the laws. 
themfelves, wrefted into an univerfal engine of private oppref- 
fion, would have refigned the lives. and property of every indi- 
vidual to the difpofal of the monarch: while the oracles of reli- 
gion were dumb to every other purpofe than that of inculcating 
the moft vile and abject fubmiffion.—A juft and equal govern- 
ment, which confults the happinefs of mankind, is always the 
patron of morals, and the encourager of virtue: fince neither 
extent of territory, nor fuperiority of wealth, nor the number 
of mercenary troops can beftow fecurity, but the fpirit, valour, 
and principles of its fubjects armed for their own defence, and 
united in acommon caufe. Tyranny on the contrary, which 
always reverfes the order of nature, and aims at private emolu- 
ment through public ruin, finds it neceffary to difcourage qualities 
which might be formidable to itfelf, to weaken in order to 
govern, and to difarm every hand which is capable of ufing a 
{word to an honeft or a generous purpofe.—We may eafily con- 
ceive that fuch a government, in its progrefs, would confider 
even induftry and commerce, although the immediate princi. 
ples of national vigour, as forming impediments to the views 
of a prince or his minifter ; and, with the dark and malevo- 
lent policy of Phillip II. of Spain, think it neceffary to intro- 
duce univerfal indigence and mifery in order to infure obedi- 
ence. In every initance, therefore, the general good would 
have been fcandaloufly given up, or counteracted ; the national 
honour bafely facrificed on every public occafion: while the 
moft calamitous and unnatural wars were lightly entered into, 
or pertinacioufly purfued, did they flatter the private ambition 
of a prince, fecure the power of a minitter, or increafe the per- 
quifites of a fycophant. Projects like thefe afford ample fcope 
to carry on the generous defigns of arbitrary government; to 
break the ¥rit of a nation by private and public calamities; in- 
vade its ati by the moft immoderate impofitions ; extin- 
guith its few remaining privileges ; abolith all diftinétions but 
that of flave and tyrant; and bow it by every circumftance of 
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infamy and degradation to the yoke. If we have feen the re- 
verfe of this picture take place during a long feries of years 
which fucceeded the Revolution, we muft attribute it lefs to a 
change of governors, than to the courage and vigilance which 
the people derived from their own fuccefsful ftruggles, and to ~ 
the renovation of the conftitution. 

Whatever magic there may be in particular names, what- 
ever real diftinctions in the charater of individuals, experience 
fufficiently evinces, that the effects of power are as fimilar and 
univerfal as the paflions and nature of man; and that neither 
private obligations nor public confidence, neither fhame nor 
gratitude, nor the facred doétrines and influence of religion it- 
felf upon its immediate profefiors, have ever been fufficient to 
reprefs the inordinate effects of ambition. Were it neceflary 
to illuftrate this by example, we might thew by: what fteps the 
petty fovereigns of all the European nations have gradually 
emancipated themfelves from thcir former ftate of limited do- 
minion. We could, in almoft every inftance, afcertain the 
particular ara when, either by force or fraud, they have wref- 
ted from their fubjects, or from their brother tyrants the no- 
bility, cach of the privileges which are now become the favo- 
rite claim of royalty. .We could thew through what unparalleled 
crimes, by what fucceflive fcenes of perfidy and cruelty, with 
what an utter difregard of all the fanctions of morality and re- 
ligion, as well as the continual facrifice of public good, they 
have arrived at the diftinguifhed honours they now enjoy; we 
could even frequently fix, with accuracy, the time, when a 


particular family has become divine, by throwing off e very thing 


human in its character or conduct. 

This was well pnderftood by the fubtle and comprehenfive 
genius of Machiavel, when he aflerted, that no government 
can be lafting which is not frequently reduced to its firft princi- 
ples. He knew, that laws and. forms were weak barriers 
againit the encroaching fpirit of thofe who are intrufted with 
their execution; that mercenary troops can néver be wanting to 
defend, nor cafuifts to vindicate, nor priefts to fanctify the ex_ 
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ceffes of ambition. He lived ina country, which had feen the 
confular fafces borne before the deftroyers of the republic; and 
where the moft dreadful defpotifm that ever trampled upon the 
rights of nature, had been erected, under the fhadow of a re- 
ligion which breathes peace, good-will, and equality to man- 
kind. He thercfore taught, that the vigilance and vengeance 
of the people muft be placed like a flaming {word to guard their 

rights; and gave the moft falutary and effetual admonitions 
againft unlimited power, by exhibiting the crimes through which ~ 
it is purfued, the horrors by which it is maintained. 

That the government of England underwent this procefs, at 
leaft to a certain degree, muft be evident to all who have ftu- 
died the hiftory of thofe times. Though the agents in this 
great bufinefs, ftartled at the importance of their own attempt, 
and wanting honefty and boldnefs to avow the principles upon 
which they acted, have left the juftice they owed their country’s 
wrongs unfinifhed, though lateft pofterity may execrate that 
timid or interefted policy which meanly betrayed the caufe of 
freedom, at the very inftant when her triumph was complete ; 
yet, under whatever pretext a king is driven from the throne, 
there can be little difpute concerning the principles upon which 
that expulfion muft be juftified. Foreign nations were indeed 
furprifed to fee the rights of humanity fpringing up and blof- 
foming under the fhadow of a throne; and that thofe who were 
for annihilating the liberties of millions, to gratify the pride of 
a few indolent ufurpers, fhould be driven from the precinéts of 
a court: they did not confider that the love of power, which 
continually impels the great to violate every duty, may even 
produce contrary effets; and make them, when it is their ine 
terefts, encourage virtue, and patronize truth. 

Te thefe principles of our conftitution, reftored to part at 
Jcaft of their original purity, have been owing the internal fta- 
bility and fafety, the external glory and power of England.— 
In vain were the tyrants of the world leagued againft that go- 
vernment, which refted upon the broad bafis of general confent 
and public freedom. Vain alike were the attacks of violence, 
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and the machinations of fraud. While civil and religious per- 
fecutors were depopulating all the continent, here might a real 
lover of humanity have contemplated an afvlum open to the 
unfortunate ; ; religion, which addreffed itfelf to the reafon, not 
to the fears of men ; laws which defended property, without op- 
preffing the poor; a government which preferved its own au- 
thority, without annihilating the privileges of its fubje@t, and 
fubjects who had learned to obey, without abandoning their 
claim to refift. If warlike feats deferved a place in the page 
which is dedicated to human happinefs, we could produce 
atchievements which equal the luftre of Rome in its brighteft 
blaze of glory. We could fhew the ocean covered by our 
fleets, our arms triumphant upon every hore, and our empire 
not only acknowledged, but bleffed by the remoteft inhabitants 
of the gloBe. Such and fo irrefiftible are the efforts of a people 
whofe government is founded upon freedom, whofe arms are 
direé&ted by juftice. But what renders the retrofpeét more 
awfut and interefting, isto behold commerce, agriculture, and 


population, inereafing even amidft the tumults of war; and 


numerous bands of generous adventures, iffuing from the pro: 
lific bofom of the parent ftate, to tranfport their manners, rights, 
religion, to the extremities of the earth, and carrrying with 
them the protection of heaven, and the feeds of future great- 
nefs. Were we not acquainted with the continual viciffitude 
of human affairs, was hiftory itfelf any thing but a regifter of 
public calamitics, of nations enflaved, and empires funk for 
ever, we fuiely might have confidered fo ftupendous an edifice 
as perfect and fecure ; and while we admired the beauty of 
the work, pronounced the eternity of the pile. Poffeffed of 
freedom fo often vindicated, of rights fo accurately afcertained, 
of a government not founded upon the ravages of conqueft, or 
the immemorial degradation of mankind, but deduced from 
plain and pofitive compact; deriving greatnefs not from the 
oppreffion of its neighbours, but from the bleffings of nature, 
and the exertions of induftry, this country might furely feem 
preferved from all the common caufes of decay. Above all, 
. whoever 
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whoever had turned his eyes towards the vaft Atlantic, and 
beheld the majeftic form of the Englith conftitution, with all 
its admirable proportions and noble fimplicity, imitated and 
improved by a multitude of rifling ftates, which gloried in their 
common origin, and limited dependence upon this country, 
would have thought that Providence itfelf had directed the 
wonderous plan of human happinefs ; and while he faw no- 
thing within the reach of either wifdom or fortune to add, 
would have only breathed a pious prayer for its perpetuity. 
Let us now confider a different feene, which prefents a 
mournful inftance of the inftability of human affairs, and the 
rapid decline of greatnefs. Let us again turn our eyes to the 
fame people, and behold them labouring under the complicated 
calamities of hoftile attacks and domeftic cortuptions : toiling 
through all the horrors of an unfuccefsful civil war, wafting 
their fmall remaining forces on vifionary fchemes of mad am- 
bition, baffled and defpifed by their enemies, deferted by their 
friends, abandoned by heaven, and delivered up to almoft in- 
evitable deftruction. 


[To be continued. | 








JACKY DANDY’s LAMENTATIONS. 


| Was, d’ye fee! a Gentleman, 
As neat and fpruce as any ; 
Betwixt the ‘Change and Temple Bar, 
I caught the cye of many: 
With drefs fo tight, 
And head fo white, 
Small fhoes with pointed toe ; 
I’ve oft furvey’d myfelf, and faid, 
«* Demmee, I’m quite a Beau.” 
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When freth from under tonfor’s hand, 
I ftrutted through the City, 
No cauliflower e’er could boaft 
A head fo fweet and pretty : 
With hat in hand, 
I'd often ftand, 
My frizzled pate to fhow ; 
And every lafs that faw me pafs 
Exclaim’d, «*O! what a Beau !” 





But now——Oh ! curfe the cruel Tax, F 
What rafcal could invent it ? 
Ah, Biity Pitt! I hope and truft 
You'll heartily repent it. 
What, we muft pay 
A Guinea? aye, 
A guinea every year, 
Or powder’d hair no more muft wear, 
And worfe than Swine appear. 


Ye natty ’Prentices and Clerks, 
This fhameful tax bemoan ; 
And from your counters and your defks, 
Send forth a general groan. 
Tis very hard , 
To be debar’d 
‘ In what concerns us moft ; 
1 ee For well ye know, that outfide fhow 
, Was all our heads could boaft. 
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KT Thofe who wifh to promote the PHILANTHROPIST, by their 
affiftance, will pleafe to addrefs their favours (poft-paid), to 
the Editor, at Citizen Earon’s, No. 74, Newgate-ftreet. 
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